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From Dispensational Truth by Clarence Larkin (1850-1924)
American Baptist pastor, Bible teacher and author 
His intricate & influential charts provided readers with a visual strategy for mapping God's action & interpreting biblical prophecies. 
Dispensational Truth (preservedwords.com)
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https://www.preservedwords.com/disptruth/title.html
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Pre-Millennialism 
• Premillennial –  Pre-millennialism is a theological viewpoint 

within Christian eschatology (the study of end times) that 
holds that the Second Coming of Christ will occur prior to a 
literal thousand-year reign of Christ on Earth. This period, 
known as the millennium, is believed to be characterised by 
peace, justice, and the fulfilment of God's promises to Israel, 
as described in various biblical passages, particularly 
Revelation 20:1-6.
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Adapted from ”End Time Views” 
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Pre-Millennialism 
• Historical Premillennial – Christian will remain on the earth 

during the great tribulation.  The tribulation will purify the 
churches by rooting out false believers.  The current age will 
continue until the Second Coming of Christ, after which the 
millennium will commence. The millennium will be a one-
thousand year reign of Jesus on earth.  Historic pre-
millennialists try to balance symbolic and literal  
interpretations of biblical prophecy.

10

Pre-Millennialism 
• Historical Premillennial

• The revealing of the Antichrist precedes Christ’s return (2 
Thes 2:3-4)

• The tribulation will root out false members from the 
churches (Rev 2:22-23)

• The saints are on earth during the tribulation (Rev 13:7)
• God’s promises to Abram and his offspring were 

conditional (Gen 22:18; 2 Chr 33:7-8; Isa 1:19-20; Jer 7:6-
7)

• The NT frequently uses “Israel” and the “Twelve Tribes” to 
refer to Christians (Matt 19:28-29; Rom 9:6-8)
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Pre-Millennialism 
• Dispensational Premillennial – This perspective 

emphasises a sharp distinction between God's plan for Israel 
and the church. Dispensational pre-millennialists believe in a 
secret rapture of the church before a period of tribulation, 
followed by the visible return of Christ to establish His earthly 
kingdom. The millennium will be a future, physical 
one-thousand year reign of Jesus on the earth, 
following a time known as “the great tribulation.”  
Jesus will return to rapture Christians from the earth 
before God pours out his wrath on the earth.
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Pre-Millennialism 
• Dispensational Premillennial

• God will remove Christians before the outpouring of His 
wrath during the tribulation (1 Thess 5:9; Re 3:10)

• God’s promises to Abraham and his offspring were 
unconditional (Gen 15:7-21)

• The church is not specifically mentioned between 
Revelation 4 and 19
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Pre-Millennialism 
Pros and Cons of Historic Pre-millennialism
Pros: 

• It maintains a straightforward reading of biblical prophecy, 
particularly in the book of Revelation. It emphasises the importance 
of Christ's literal reign on Earth.

Cons: 
• Critics argue that historic pre-millennialism may overlook 

the symbolic nature of some apocalyptic passages, leading 
to overly literal interpretations. Additionally, it may struggle 
to reconcile |certain prophecies with historical events.
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Pre-Millennialism 
Pros and Cons of Dispensational Pre-millennialism 
Pros 

• Dispensationalism offers a systematic framework for understanding 
biblical history and prophecy, distinguishing between God's 
purposes for Israel and the church. 
It provides a clear and distinct timeline for end-time events.

Cons 
• Critics of dispensational pre-millennialism point out that its 

reliance on a secret rapture and a sharp division between 
Israel and the church is not universally supported by 
scripture. Some argue that dispensationalism can lead to 
a fragmented view of the Bible's message.
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The Rapture 
• Rapture 

• The term "rapture" in Christian eschatology refers to an event 
where believers, both living and dead, are believed to be taken 
up into heaven, escaping the tribulations and judgments 
associated with the end times. 
The word “rapture” is derived from the Latin translation of 1 
Thessalonians 4:17. English translations translate the key 
word in that verse with “caught up” or “snatched up.”
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The Rapture 
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The Rapture 
o Pre-Tribulation Rapture
o View: The Church will be raptured before a seven-year tribulation period. 
o Key Passages: 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 and Revelation 3:10.
o Major Proponents: John Nelson Darby, C.I. Scofield, Tim LaHaye, Hal 

Lindsey.
o Pros:

o Provides comfort by suggesting believers will be spared from the 
most intense tribulation.

o Aligns with a literal interpretation of certain biblical texts.
o Cons:

o Critics argue that the term "rapture" itself is not explicitly found in 
the Bible.

o Some find the pre-tribulation view to be a relatively recent 
theological development.
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The Rapture 
o Mid-Tribulation Rapture
o View: The Church will be raptured at the mid-point of the tribulation. 
o Key Passages: Matthew 24:15-31, Revelation 11:15-19.
o Major Proponents: G.H. Pember, J. Barton Payne.
o Pros:

o Associates the rapture with a specific point in the tribulation 
narrative.

o Cons:
o Requires a more selective interpretation of certain biblical texts.
o Not as widely accepted as other views.
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The Rapture 
o Post-Tribulation Rapture
o View: The Church will go through the tribulation period and be raptured 

at the end mid-point of the tribulation. 
o Key Passages: Matthew 24:29-31, 1 Thessalonians 4:17-18.
o Major Proponents: George E. Ladd, Robert H. Gundry 
o Pros:

o Emphasizes the unity of believers enduring tribulation.
o Grounded in a historical perspective on biblical prophecy.

o Cons:
o Raises questions about the purpose of the tribulation if believers 

are not spared its intensity.
o May be seen as less comforting for believers facing difficult times.
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The Rapture 
o Pre-Wrath Rapture
o View: The rapture will occur before the "wrath" of God is poured 

out, typically in the latter part of the tribulation 
o Key Passages: Revelations 6:16-17, 1 Thessalonians 5:9
o Major Proponents: Marvin Rosenthal, Robert Van Kampen.
o Pros:

o Aligns the timing of the rapture with specific events in the tribulation 
narrative.

o Attempts to address the concerns of both pre-tribulation and post-
tribulation perspectives.

o Cons:
o The timing of the "wrath" period can be subjective, leading to 

varying interpretations.
o Not as widely embraced as other views.
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The Rapture 
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The Tribulation
o Definition: 

o The tribulation refers to a period of intense suffering and distress that precedes 
the second coming of Christ. This perspective is rooted in a literal interpretation 
of biblical prophecies, particularly those found in the books of Daniel and 
Revelation.

o Key Passages:
o Daniel 9:27: This verse speaks of a covenant being confirmed for seven years, 

which is often interpreted as the beginning of the tribulation period.
o Matthew 24:21: Jesus describes a time of great tribulation, indicating a period of 

unparalleled distress.
o Revelation 7:14: Describes a multitude of people who have come out of the great 

tribulation, emphasizing the distinctiveness of this period.
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The Rapture 
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Questions & 
Discussion
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Embracing 
Christ’s Imminent 
Return 
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Embracing Christ’s Imminent Return
o Sense of Urgency: Premillennialists emphasis on the imminent return of Christ 

provides a sense of urgency encouraging believers to prioritise their spiritual lives, 
evangelism, and acts of service. 
o Tit 2:11-13
o Matt 24:36-44
o Matt 25:1-13

o Focus on Evangelism and Discipleship:  Since premillennialism underscores the 
importance of spreading the Gospel before Christ's return, adherents are typically 
committed to evangelism and discipleship.
o Matt 28:18-20
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Embracing Christ’s Imminent Return
o Engagement with Current Events: Premillennialists interpret current events 

through the lens of biblical prophecy, especially those related to the end times. This 
leads to heightened awareness of global affairs and a desire to understand how 
these events align with biblical prophecy.
o Matt 24:3-8
o Luke 21:25-28

o Perseverance in Trials: Belief in the imminent return of Christ provides comfort and 
hope during times of adversity. Premillennialists understand that difficulties and 
persecution are part of the end times scenario, but they also trust in God's ultimate 
victory and the promise of Christ's return. 
o John 16:29-33
o Rev 2:8-11
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