03/03/2024

—

Understanding
the Times

Lesson Plan

Pre-Millennialism
Rapture

Tribulation

Questions and Answers

Christ’s Imminent Return




03/03/2024

‘RIGHTLY DIvIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH’ L3 ) e

o 2 ) N o WoRKS”
Temrrn Becuehs Tow WORKS'

SATAN DEPOSED

Becomes Tue PRINCE “THE GoD OF THis WORLD"
Beanucs Tu
Poy 0y " “THE TRAIL OF THE SERPENT™ 2.Cor. 4134
THE HEAVENS AND EARTH WHICH ARE Now”™ B 21| | Awo ANEW EARTH®

DEGENERATION

2
THE PRESE!

6
1
LSS,
SLUVIAN SEnsATion
s 4o, a7

s
2 LeaaL M OF 7, 8
€oituy, Woar, OR e e
SSveniAT AN 4 % Rl

1
9

P Ry =
= BT = T

Tae REVELATION

LCon 15t 4.

ETERNITY

[T oy

ST
FaMiLY
yoveRRs

ETERNITY

GOD ALL AND

Ko}
Omega
'AGES OF THE AQES

ALPHA
‘CREATIVE AGES”

Desianen AYo DRAWN BY
CLARENCE LARKIN
FoxCuase, Puth, A

CorvmanTeo

From Dispensational Truth by Clarence Larkin (1850-1924)

American Baptist pastor, Bible teacher and author
His intricate & influential charts provided readers with a visual strategy for mapping God's action & interpreting biblical prophecies.
Dispensational Truth (preservedwords.com)

{ s JUDGMENT
Wi - {] o
du?ﬁ‘;n" G“_“AWA' = - Tue "WICKED
BeLieveRs for WORKS® RE 5
e Lm

%)

=4
=9
%

THE
MARRIAGE
Feasy

i

o -
"E Tht SouLs OF T;‘:'n-gmmu;x
s

/Zunm

Teie Bow JERUSALEM

Look For A Nzw HEAVENS
AND ANEW EARTH™

Te TARes”
ECOND _RESURRECTION

Ascengion OF

=
-t e
3 =
2 =
>

-
CCCLESIASTIC,, =3 =
ISP ENSATIo,, - E

Y Ll )
W OF
o SORN R Te 2

Seoamm T or s <
JUDGMENT
No.3

THE JEws

ETERNITY

GOD ALL AND IN ALl

HE ENTILES

€S WE
Lukezi-24

Omega
"AGES OF THE AGES'



https://www.preservedwords.com/disptruth/title.html

03/03/2024

THE COMMENCEMENT OF
INVESTIGATIVE JUDGMENT

N0 Two moUSAND | ANDTHRCE HUNDRED
RY BE CLEANSED.

0 yoars of papal supromacy and po

oo ovnto THE TIME O THE EAD
s = 1260 teral yoars) iz
7 an s 0t o e and

— | ————————
< THE GREAT ADVENT MOVEMENT IN BIBLE PROPHECY e

v 1x T 5T eaTe o don dos
GCa1s azziew 200,21

|© THE GREAT ANTITYPICAL DAY OF ATONEMENT Lowi6iHeb. 80,10 STSTS EW 253,250

26,27

(CATED 2ot st St B,

NOTES @ THE THREE ANGEL'S MESSAGES _ re-14s:2 THE LOUD CRY  reroumimce-mow isia
: U”  col.127

| ® SATAN IS COMPLETELY UNMASKED, DEFEATED, CONDEMNED 28350 - 1 thniors" e ors -poneris ot mens

"Go I on Al “The hour of s Jdgment 1 com Hev. 18,77

Loz coprasreou v

s " ESEVENUSTPLAGUES

Founder of Seventh Day Adventist Church

Adapted from Ellen G. White

(9

i H
o
§

:

.
i
b

E

THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW

D
"SEVERE-'HONOR
'SUNDAY LAW~

Pre-Millennium




03/03/2024

K | @ | Pre-Millennialism

* Premillennial — Pre-millennialism is a theological viewpoint
within Christian eschatology (the study of end times) that
holds that the Second Coming of Christ will occur prior to a
literal thousand-year reign of Christ on Earth. This period,
known as the millennium, is believed to be characterised by
peace, justice, and the fulfilment of God's promises to Israel,
as described in various biblical passages, particularly
Revelation 20:1-6.

PREMILLENNIALISM

Premillennialism is the belief that the Second Coming of Christ occurs before the millennium, which is a
literal 1000 years.

Premillennialists believe that believers will be caught up (raptured) into heaven at the end of the church age
before a time of great tribulation on the earth. They will then return with Christ to rule with Him for a 1000
years after which unbelievers are judged and the eternal kingdom is set up.

Premillennial theologians have historically been dived on whether the church will go through a time of great
tribulation or whether the church will be raptured from the earth before the tribulation. Dispensationalists
have also differ on the time of the rapture believing it to occur, before, in the middle, or at the end of the
period of tribulation.
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* Historical Premillennial — Christian will remain on the earth
during the great tribulation. The tribulation will purify the
churches by rooting out false believers. The current age will
continue until the Second Coming of Christ, after which the
millennium will commence. The millennium will be a one-
thousand year reign of Jesus on earth. Historic pre-
millennialists try to balance symbolic and literal
interpretations of biblical prophecy.

» Historical Premillennial

* The revealing of the Antichrist precedes Christ’s return (2
Thes 2:3-4)

» The tribulation will root out false members from the
churches (Rev 2:22-23)

» The saints are on earth during the tribulation (Rev 13:7)

* God’s promises to Abram and his offspring were
conditional (Gen 22:18; 2 Chr 33:7-8; Isa 1:19-20; Jer 7:6-
7)

* The NT frequently uses “Israel” and the “Twelve Tribes” to
refer to Christians (Matt 19:28-29; Rom 9:6-8)
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+ Dispensational Premillennial — This perspective
emphasises a sharp distinction between God's plan for Israel
and the church. Dispensational pre-millennialists believe in a
secret rapture of the church before a period of tribulation,
followed by the visible return of Christ to establish His earthly
kingdom. The millennium will be a future, physical
one-thousand year reign of Jesus on the earth,
following a time known as “the great tribulation.”

Jesus will return to rapture Christians from the earth
before God pours out his wrath on the earth.

K @ | Pre-Millennialism

+ Dispensational Premillennial
* God will remove Christians before the outpouring of His
wrath during the tribulation (1 Thess 5:9; Re 3:10)
* God’s promises to Abraham and his offspring were
unconditional (Gen 15:7-21)

« The church is not specifically mentioned between
Revelation 4 and 19
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Pros and Cons of Historic Pre-millennialism
Pros:

It maintains a straightforward reading of biblical prophecy,
particularly in the book of Revelation. It emphasises the importance
of Christ's literal reign on Earth.

Cons:

+ Critics argue that historic pre-millennialism may overlook
the symbolic nature of some apocalyptic passages, leadi
to overly literal interpretations. Additionally, it may strug
to reconcile |certain prophecies with historical events.

14
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Pros and Cons of Dispensational Pre-millennialism
Pros
» Dispensationalism offers a systematic framework for understanding
biblical history and prophecy, distinguishing between God's
purposes for Israel and the church.
It provides a clear and distinct timeline for end-time events.
Cons
» Critics of dispensational pre-millennialism point out that i
reliance on a secret rapture and a sharp division betwe
Israel and the church is not universally supported by
scripture. Some argue that dispensationalism can lead
a fragmented view of the Bible's message.

15
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[ The Rapture

* Rapture

* The term "rapture" in Christian eschatology refers to an event
where believers, both living and dead, are believed to be taken
up into heaven, escaping the tribulations and judgments ‘
associated with the end times.
The word “rapture” is derived from the Latin translation of 1
Thessalonians 4:17. English translations translate the key
word in that verse with “caught up” or “snatched up.”

16

N The Rapture

CHURCH RAPTURED

TRIBULATION MILLENNIUM

CHURCH ENDURES

DISPENSATIONAL VIEW

CLASSICAL VIEW

17



03/03/2024

[ The Rapture

o Pre-Tribulation Rapture
o View: The Church will be raptured before a seven-year tribulation period.
o KeyPassages: 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 and Revelation 3:10.

o Major Proponents: John Nelson Darby, C.I. Scofield, Tim LaHaye, Hal .
Lindsey.

o Pros:

o Provides comfort by suggesting believers will be spared from the
most intense tribulation.

o Aligns with a literal interpretation of certain biblical texts.
o Cons:

o Critics argue that the term "rapture” itself is not explicitly found in
the Bible.

o Some find the pre-tribulation view to be a relatively recent
theological development.

18
N The Rapture
o Mid-Tribulation Rapture
o View: The Church will be raptured at the mid-point of the tribulation.
o KeyPassages: Matthew 24:15-31, Revelation 11:15-19.
o Major Proponents: G.H. Pember, J. Barton Payne. .
o Pros:
o Associates the rapture with a specific point in the tribulation
narrative.
o Cons:
o Requires a more selective interpretation of certain biblical texts.
o Notas widely accepted as other views.
19
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[ The Rapture

o Post-Tribulation Rapture

o View: The Church will go through the tribulation period and be raptured
at the end mid-point of the tribulation.

o Key Passages: Matthew 24:29-31, 1 Thessalonians 4:17-18. .
o Major Proponents: George E. Ladd, Robert H. Gundry
o Pros:

o Emphasizes the unity of believers enduring tribulation.
o Grounded in a historical perspective on biblical prophecy.

o Cons:

o Raises questions about the purpose of the tribulation if believers
are not spared its intensity.

o May be seen as less comforting for believers facing difficult times.

20

N The Rapture

o Pre-Wrath Rapture
o View: The rapture will occur before the "wrath" of God is poured
out, typically in the latter part of the tribulation
o KeyPassages: Revelations 6:16-17, 1 Thessalonians 5:9 .
o Major Proponents: Marvin Rosenthal, Robert Van Kampen.
o Pros:

o Aligns the timing of the rapture with specific events in the tribulation
narrative.

o Attempts to address the concerns of both pre-tribulation and post-
tribulation perspectives.

o Cons:

o Thetiming of the "wrath" period can be subjective, leading to
varying interpretations.

o Notas widely embraced as other views.

21
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RAPTURE VIEW COMPARISION

RAPTURE

PRETRIBULATION b L VEAR ; 1000 years

Millennium
'I- | TRIBULATION I €

RAPTURE
MIDTRIBULATION b n k 1000 years
7 YEAR

Millennium
I | TRIBULATION I

POSTTRIBULATION RAPTURE & REVELATION

-I— 2 YEAR b1 1000 years

| TRIBULATION | Millennium

RAPTURE

PREWRATH No Wrath 1000 years

bj Millennium
T |1

Beginning of Great
Sorrows Tribulation
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K @ The Tribulation

o Definition:
o The tribulation refers to a period of intense suffering and distress that precedes
the second coming of Christ. This perspective is rooted in a literal interpretation

of biblical prophecies, particularly those found in the books of Daniel and
Revelation.

o Key Passages:

o Daniel 9:27: This verse speaks of a covenant being confirmed for seven years,
which is often interpreted as the beginning of the tribulation period.

o Matthew 24:21: Jesus describes a time of great tribulation, indicating a period of
unparalleled distress.

o Revelation 7:14: Describes a multitude of people who have come out of the great
tribulation, emphasizing the distinctiveness of this period.

F
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Pre-Tribulation

Mid-Tribulation
Rapture

Tribulation period.

Revelation 11:15-19, 1
Corinthians 15:52

Believers are raptured
before the Great
Tribulation.

Aspect
P Rapture
Timing of Before the Tribulation Midpoint of the
Rapture begins.

Key 1 Thessalonians 4:16-
Scriptures 17, Revelation 3:10
Believers' Believers are taken to
Experience meet Christin the air,

spared from
tribulation.
Nature of Believers are spared

Tribulation

from the entire period
of tribulation.

Rapture, Marriage

Believers experience
the first half of the
Tribulation, marked by
lesser judgments.

Rapture, Marriage

Post-Tribulation
Rapture

After the Tribulation
ends.

Matthew 24:29-31, 1
Thessalonians 5:9

Believers experience
persecution but are
raptured before God's
final wrath.

Believers experience
the full period of
tribulation but are
protected from God's
final wrath.

Great Tribulation ends,

Pre-Wrath Rapture

Before the wrath of
God is poured out.

Revelation 6:12-17,
7:14

Believers are raptured
before God's wrath but
may experience some
tribulation.

Believers experience
persecution and
tribulation but not
God's wrath.

Kev Events Supper ofthe Lamb,  Supperofthe Lamb, Second Coming of Rapture, Wrath of God
y Great Tribulation Great Tribulation Christ, Millennial poured out, Second
begins. continues. Kingdom begins. Coming of Christ.
24
Questions &
Discussion
25
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K Embracing
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Return

26
R ‘ Embracing Christ’s Imminent Return
o Sense of Urgency: Premillennialists emphasis on the imminent return of Christ
provides a sense of urgency encouraging believers to prioritise their spiritual lives,
evangelism, and acts of service.
o Tit2:11-13
o Matt 24:36-44
o Matt 25:1-13
o Focus on Evangelism and Discipleship: Since premillennialism underscores the
importance of spreading the Gospel before Christ's return, adherents are typically
committed to evangelism and discipleship.
o Matt 28:18-20
27
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o Engagement with Current Events: Premillennialists interpret current events
through the lens of biblical prophecy, especially those related to the end times. This
leads to heightened awareness of global affairs and a desire to understand how
these events align with biblical prophecy.

o Matt 24:3-8
o Luke 21:25-28

o Perseverance in Trials: Belief in the imminent return of Christ provides comfort and
hope during times of adversity. Premillennialists understand that difficulties and
persecution are part of the end times scenario, but they also trustin God's ultimate
victory and the promise of Christ's return.

o John 16:29-33
o Rev2:8-11

28
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